

Atlanta Blood Services will host an Adopt-a-Day Blood Drive and Bone Marrow Screening to help Firefighter Damon Gensel and other cancer patients.

WHEN:  Saturday, February 28, 2009

WHERE:  Atlanta Blood Services 

                   220 Cobb Parkway North, Suite 100

                   Marietta, GA 

(1/2 a mile north of the Big Chicken next to White Water Atlanta)
TIME:  9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Damon, 42, was diagnosed with acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL), a type of blood cancer last November and is urgently in need of a bone marrow transplant.

The 16 1/2-year veteran of Cobb County Fire & Emergency Services was initially informed he had a 50 percent chance of survival. However, because Gensel also has Philadelphia’s Chromosome and a unique strand on his DNA, his chances for a match is now zero to 1 percent. The Philadelphia Chromosome is a mutating chromosome condition, causes higher relapse and higher mortality rate.

He is married and is the father of two teenagers, aged 16 and 12.

SCREENING INFORMATION

Screening for bone marrow is a quick and painless test. It is a quick swab of the inside of the cheek and takes a few minutes. You will be put on the national registry, so if you are not a match for Gensel, you might be able to save another life. If you attempt to give blood and can’t, you can still be placed on the National Bone Marrow list if you meet eligibility requirements. The $52 cost for tissue-typing will be waived if you donate blood that day.  

While walk-ins will be accepted, please call ahead to make an appointment by contacting the Atlanta Blood Services, Qiana Riley at 404-395-4793 or Cindy Carroll at 404-499-4154 or cdgarrett@bellsouth.net.

To get more information on eligibility visit:  http://www.atlantabloodservices.com/gen_eligibility.htm   
